























For many years after the end of the second world
war the Netherton area of south-west Lancashire
grew and grew.

Over the years vast new housing estates swallowed
up the open fields, absorbing the overspill population
from the Borough of Bootle, as areas of old and
blitz-battered housing near the Mersey dockland
were cleared.

Inevitably, as so often happens in localities of new
and intensive development, the need for a civic
heart to the area became apparent, and five years
ago the Council earmarked a site at Marian Square,
to include a community centre, health centre, day
centre, rent office and day nursery—to be known
collectively as “Netherton Town Centre.”

Now, thanks to the patient and unremitting efforts
of our colleagues at North Mersey District, the new
Netherton Town Centre is to be all-electric—in fact,
the project is now complete with the exception of the
Community Centre.

Behind this success lie many years of painstaking
effort by our Bootle colleagues in winning the con-
fidence of the Sefton Metropolitan District Council—
and of the former Bootle Council before them—
for getting things done the electric way. In fact, the
Netherton scheme is just one more feather in the cap
of our North Mersey energy sales team, which has
broken new ground before in the field of local autho-
rity activity at Bootle and other parts of the north
Liverpool area.

Commented Mr. Denis Barrie, the District’s
energy sales engineer: ““It’s unusual for town centres
to be all-electric—this project must surely point the
way ahead.”

All the buildings in the complex are being heated
by means of floor-warming, topped up with storage
fan heaters, with electric water-heating, catering
equipment, and of course, lighting. Total load will
be 535 kilowatts.

Although wc did not secure all the contracting
work involved, the District staff did carry out the
contracting at the Day Nursery, supplying and
installing a 55 kilowatt floor-warming system as well
as the storage fan heaters, water-heating, and
supplementary heating and lighting.

It is expected that the whole new Town Centre
will be completed by the end of the year.

— Obituary ——

It is with deep regret that we
report on the following deaths:

Mr. Sydney and Mrs. Ann
Brownless. Syd was a mains fore-
man in our Liverpool District
prior to his retirement two years
ago. He died whilst on holiday in
Spain a few weeks ago. It was
particularly tragic that his wife
Ann died on the day of her
husband’s funeral. Ann too will
be sadly missed in Liverpool for
she was a popular member of the
Ladies Bowling team at Thing-
wall Road.

Mr. Chris. Cullen, a transport
foreman in our North Wirral
District aged 52. He joined the
industry in 1937 and during the
last war served for a time with the
Royal Navy.

Mr. George Irish, aged 64,
an engineering draughtsman at
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Head Office, was a bachelor who
had given nearly 46 years’ service
to the industry. He was very much
involved with church work and
was a keen amateur artist.

Mr. Arthur Jones, aged 61, a
clerk in the Drawing Office at
Sealand Road. Arthur, who joined
the Board in 1955 was well liked
by his colleagues.

Mr. Colin Kenyon, a general
building foreman at Warrington
prior to his retirement in 1968.

He joined the industry in 1940
and was involved in extensive
building operations at Warring-
ton Power station before becom-
ing foreman in 1948.

Warrington-born, he was for
many years involved in welfare
and charitable works in the
locality. He was first Chairman of
the general committee of the
MANWEB Manual Workers’
Benevolent Society, and his ser-

vices to the industry and to the
public welfare were recognised
with the award of the British
Empire Medal in 1966.

Mr. Edward Owen, aged 46, an
electrician at Bangor in our
Gwynedd District. Eddie was an
LAC representative and away
from work he was a commander
in the Royal Observer Corps. A
quiet and helpful man, he will be
sadly missed by his colleagues.

Mr. Francis Eyton Williams,
73, worked in the meter test de-
partment at Legacy until his
retirement eight years ago.

He worked for the former
North Wales Power Company and
for a time was involved with
overhead line development.

We extend our condolences to
the families and friends of these
former colleagues.

A classical example of what is meant by the ““wise
use of electricity” in industry is leading to the
installation of a 100 kilowatt electric furnace at the
Crewe home of the “world’s finest car.”

Reg Jenkins, our industrial sales engineer at
Mid-Cheshire District, learned that Rolls Royce
planned to purchase a new carburising furnace to
produce a h:rd outer coating on the camshafts
fitted to those famous engines. And he set out to
convince RR that electricity could do the job better
than any other fuel.

Rolls agreed to a feasibility study, and Reg called
in Terry Keenan, our electro-heat specialist at Head

who, with Pamela Johnstone keep
‘The Wheel’ turning at Crewe in
our Mid-Cheshire District.

The girls of the *“Magic
Roundabout”

Are cheerful, bright and gay,

Which really isn’t easy

The way things are today.

We’re overworked and underpaid

It really is a bore,

We asked for extra money

But we didn’t get much more.

The ’phone just keeps on ringing

Right throughout the day,

““Mend my cooker, fix my ’fridge

How much will I have to pay?”

Storage heaters on the blink

Immersion heaters too,

But after all is said and done

We have a job to do.

Main fuses blowing near and far

It keeps us on our toes,

And yet another I.M.R.

That’s how the story goes.

So keep the consumers happy

Don’t let them get uptight,

We’ll make another card out

And get the fault put right.

Still we’ll keep on smiling

Through all this stress and strain,

Keeping very busy

*Till it’s weekend once again!

Office, to provide the answer to the key question—
“Why use electricity when gas is four times cheaper?”

The question, of course, wasn’t really as simple as
that, and after a lot of research Terry came up with
the answer—a detailed report, including statements
from three manufacturers and three users of electric
furnaces. These showed that fuel costs were only a
small proportion of total production costs, and that
an electric furnace would use two-and-a-half times
less fuel than gas, meaning that over a year the
difference in fuel costs was only £100.

Cheaper capital and maintenance costs, together
with a longer life expectation, brought the whole
equation down firmly in favour of electricity. Rolls
were convinced—and the new furnace is on its way!
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